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Examine	and	pronounce	the	patient.		Not	comfortable	with	how	to	pronounce	a	patient?		Click	here.	Contact	and	notify	family	if	they	are	not	present		Enter	a	brief	"death	note"	(template	below)	in	the	progress	note	section	Nursing	will	print	out	some	information,	and	they	should	fill	out	the	"electronic	expiration	form."		Your	info	should	have	an
instruction	sheet	on	top	that	talks	about	your	part.		The	documentation	is	now	electronic,	and	found	under:	adhoc->inpatient	provider	forms->death	packet.		(this	is	explained	with	pictures	on	the	provider	instruction	sheet).	Complete	the	steps	in	the	electronic	death	packet	(includes	calling	OMI	and	Donor	Services).	Electronic	death	packet	is	an	ad
hoc	form	which	can	be	selected	as	an	order	in	Power	Chart	Residents	are	NOT	responsible	for	contacting	funeral	homes/mortuaries	or	coordinating	transport	*Do	a	death	summary,	which	is	just	like	a	discharge	summary-	but	reflects	the	process	of	the	patient	passing	away.	Please	send	an	email	to	the	PCP	informing	them	that	the	patient	has	passed
away.		Use	*secure*	in	the	subject	line.	*If	you	are	Cross	Covering	a	patient	that	passes	away	(like	at	night)	you	do	not	have	to	do	the	death	summary-	it	should	be	done	by	someone	who	knows	the	patient	well-	often	the	intern	following	the	patient,	but	you	do	have	to	enter	a	death	note	and	contact	the	team	with	any	details	they	will	need.	II.	Death
Note	Template	(you	can	write	this	under	an	"Inpatient	Provider	Progress	Note"	Time	of	Death:	Brief	HPI:	Presumed	Cause	of	Death:	Family	Notified:	Death	packet	has	been	completed.	Autopsy	was	offerred	to	family	and	family	has	elected	to	have/not	have	an	autopsy.	III.	Death	Summary	Template	Use	the	same	dictation	code	as	a	discharge	summary:
01	Sections	Admission	Date	Date	and	Time	of	Death	Attending	at	Time	of	Death	Admitting	Diagnoses	Diagnoses	at	Time	of	Death	Hospital	Course,	highlighting	events	surrounding	the	patient	passing	away	(you	do	not	need	a	dc	med	list)	IV.	More	info	Forget	how	pronounce	someone?	Click	here	nicely	written	blog	post	about	how	it	feels	to	pronounce
someone	for	the	first	time,	written	by	a	physician	Great	article	about	Dr.	Steven	Hsi,	a	local	physician	who	wrote	a	book	when	he	learned	he	was	dying.		News	of	death	never	comes	as	a	comforting	feeling.	Death	notes	indicate	the	death	of	a	patient,	whether	it	was	to	be	expected	or	unexpected.	Much	like	briefing	notes,	death	notes	provide
information	pertaining	to	the	conditions	surrounding	the	patient	upon	the	time	of	death.	90+	Note	Templates	in	PDF	|	Word	|	Excel	|	Google	Docs	|	Apple	Pages	|	Google	Sheets	|	Apple	Numbers	-	START	DOWNLOADING	Other	examples	of	notes	such	as	SOAP	note	are	contained	in	the	site.	To	check	them	out,	just	go	to	the	home	page	and	search	for
the	particular	note	you	are	looking	for.	All	samples	on	the	site	are	downloadable	via	the	individual	download	link	buttons	under	each	sample.	Scroll	down	to	view	more	samples	of	death	notes.Medical	Death	Note	Sampleberkshirehealthsystems.orgDetailsFile	FormatSize:	6	KBDownloadBrain	Death	Progress	Noteharthosp.orgDetailsFile	FormatSize:
111	KBDownloadWhat	Is	a	Death	Note	About?A	death	note	template	&	examples	contains	details	surrounding	the	death	of	an	individual.	It	includes	the	time	and	death	of	death,	statement	of	the	cause	of	death,	notes	regarding	responses	to	basic	stimuli	and	if	any	family	is	present	during	the	time	of	death.	Some	death	notes	may	be	elaborate	but	death
notes	are	generally	short	and	simple.Note	examples	in	PDF	are	available	in	the	page	to	download	and	to	provide	further	information	regarding	death	notes	and	notes	in	general.	Just	click	on	the	download	link	below	a	sample	to	get	a	closer	look	at	the	sample.What	Are	the	Rules	for	a	Death	Note?In	making	a	death	note,	the	following	pointers	should
be	noted:Always	verify	if	individual	is	still	breathing.	Check	for	absence	in	respiration	and	basic	responses	to	stimuli.Indicate	age,	gender,	and	condition	of	the	patient.Document	the	name	of	individual	pronouncing	death.Note	if	any	family	member	was	present	or	informed.Ask	for	autopsy	from	next	of	kin.Medical	note	examples	shown	in	the	page	can
be	made	as	reference	in	the	making	of	notes.	Be	sure	to	click	on	any	sample	link	to	get	a	better	view	of	the	sample.Brain	Death	Notevanderbilt.eduDetailsFile	FormatSize:	620	KBDownloadDeath	Summary	Note	Examplequeensu.caDetailsFile	FormatSize:	65	KBDownloadPrintable	Death	Noteetsuim.comDetailsFile	FormatSize:	2	KBDownloadHow	to
Use	a	Death	NoteDeath	note	template	are	used	to	pronounce	the	death	or	expiry	of	a	patient	or	individual.	Death	notes	reflect	the	time	and	manner	of	death	and	the	events	surrounding	the	time	of	death.	Other	information	such	as	the	person	who	pronounced	the	death	and	if	any	relatives	were	present	at	the	time	of	death	are	also	included.The	blank
note	includes	criteria	upon	which	were	based	the	pronouncement	of	death.	Checks	include	the	following:checking	if	the	patient	is	unresponsive	to	stimulino	spontaneous	respiration	or	chest	movementsno	pulse	or	heart	soundspupils	are	fixed	and	dilatedThe	nurse	then	will	inform	the	responsible	physician	of	the	time	of	death	and	contact	relatives	of
the	patient.When	it	has	been	found	that	the	death	to	be	of	unnatural	causes,	and	enough	information	to	make	that	determination,	the	death	is	reported	to	the	coroner.Note	templates	and	doctor	note	examples	are	seen	on	the	page	to	provide	more	information	regarding	the	making	of	notes.	Make	sure	to	be	able	to	click	on	an	appropriate	link	sample
to	download	the	file.	Feel	free	to	browse	the	pages	for	additional	information	on	notes	and	how	notes	are	made.	Leon	HoFounder	of	Lifehack	Read	full	profile	⌄	Scroll	down	to	continue	⌄	Share	Pin	it	Tweet	Share	Email	EnglishCompanion.com	has	made	a	page	that	full	of	templates	for	note-making:	Academic	success	requires	various	competencies,
among	them	the	ability	to	know	and	use	a	variety	of	tools	and	techniques	to	generate	and	organize	information	and	ideas.	I	refer	to	the	tools	and	techniques	on	this	page	as	“notemaking”	because	“taking	notes”	is	passive:	just	as	we	must	make	meaning,	so	we	must	make	notes—in	our	head,	on	the	page,	and	in	our	notebooks.	None	of	the	ideas	here
are	new,	though	I	hope	the	way	I	have	designed	these	“school	tools”	helps	you	use	them	more	effectively.	To	see	how	long	people	have	been	using	graphic	notes	and	Cornell	Notes,	check	out	these	excerpts	from	Leonardo	da	Vinci’s	journals.	With	few	exceptions,	the	tools	and	techniques	listed	here	are	appropriate	for	all	classes;	many	use	them	in
grades	as	low	as	fourth	and	fifth	with	success,	though	I	do	not	have	exemplars.	The	tools	here	are	intentionally	free	of	directions	because	their	intuitive	design	allows	for	multiple	uses.	Over	time	I	will	try	to	add	more	exemplars	for	the	different	techniques	so	you	can	see	these	different	uses.	It	is	so	amazed	there	so	many	different	notes	templates
available	for	download	such	as	Bookmarks	for	Critical	Reading,	Cluster	Notes,	Cornell	Notes,	Episodic	Notes,	Hierarchical	Notes	and	so	on.	Share	Pin	it	Tweet	Share	Email	Death	is	usually	an	easy	diagnosis.	If	death	is	uncertain,	lack	of	pulse,	breath	sounds,	and	heartbeat	will	usually	suffice.	Occasionally,	the	clinician	may	be	fooled	by	a	prolonged
respiratory	pause,	as	occurs	in	Cheyne-Stokes	respirations.	If	in	doubt,	observation	of	respirations	for	several	minutes	is	advised.	Such	common	practices	as	shining	a	bright	light	into	the	pupils,	or	“assessing	for	pain”	with	a	sternal	rub	are	unnecessary	and	to	be	avoided	if	possible.	Death	pronouncement	is	a	solemn	ritual,	the	importance	of	which



transcends	the	business	of	certification.	If	family	is	present,	pronouncement	may	formally	give	permission	for	loved	ones	to	grieve.	As	a	rule,	families	should	not	be	asked	to	leave	during	pronouncement,	although	some	may	wish	to	do	so.	In	the	process	of	pronouncement,	condolences	can	be	offered	and	the	bereaved	consoled.	Even	if	no	one	else	is
present,	pronouncement	provides	an	opportunity	for	clinicians	to	say	goodbye,	to	reflect	on	care	delivered,	and	to	bear	witness	to	the	passing	of	another	human	being	(Hallenbeck	2003).	If	called	to	pronounce	someone	unknown	to	you:	Inquire	as	to	the	circumstances	of	the	death	(anticipated	or	not)	Inquire	as	to	whether	family	is	present	and,	if
present,	their	condition	(quietly	grieving,	dazed,	angry,	etc.)	In	entering	the	room	of	the	deceased:	If	family	are	present:	Assess	their	initial	reaction	(actively	grieving	–	anxious	waiting	for	your	evaluation).	Do	NOT	ask	them	to	leave	–	you	should	be	able	to	do	a	brief	examination	with	family	present	–	pulse,	respirations,	and	heartbeat.	Clearly
communicate	that	the	person	has	died	and	offer	condolences.	Pause	for	their	acute	grief	reaction;	remain	quiet,	yet	available;	do	not	speak	too	much.	Respond	simply	to	immediate	reactions	and	questions:	Console	as	you	feel	is	appropriate	to	your	relationship.	Give	permission	for	them	to	take	some	time	prior	to	next	steps	such	as	autopsy	requests	or
notification	of	others.	In	departing,	model	saying	goodbye	to	the	deceased,	as	seems	appropriate	to	the	circumstances.	Mr.	Stanton’s	Case	part	2	View	the	following	simulated	case	on	video,	paying	attention	to	the	interactions	and	effectiveness	of	communication	among	the	physician,	the	patient	and	the	patient’s	family.	How	would	you	have	done	this
differently?	Let’s	try	this	again	with	more	effective	techniques.			In	addition	to	knowing	how	to	perform	death	confirmation,	it’s	important	to	understand	how	to	appropriately	document	it	in	the	notes.	This	guide	provides	a	structured	approach	to	documenting	death	confirmation	in	a	patient’s	notes.	To	see	how	to	complete	a	death	certificate	check	out
our	dedicated	guide.	You	might	also	be	interested	in	our	OSCE	Flashcard	Collection	which	contains	over	2000	flashcards	that	cover	clinical	examination,	procedures,	communication	skills	and	data	interpretation.	Documentation	basics	Before	we	discuss	how	to	document	the	death	confirmation,	we	need	to	cover	the	basics	that	apply	to	all
documentation	in	a	patient’s	notes.	You	can	check	out	our	detailed	guide	to	writing	in	the	notes	for	more	information.	What	should	I	use	to	write	with?	You	need	to	use	a	pen	with	black	ink,	as	this	is	the	most	legible	if	notes	are	photocopied.	Patient	details	For	every	new	sheet	of	paper	your	first	task	should	be	to	document	at	least	three	key	identifiers
for	the	relevant	patient:	Full	name	Date	of	birth	Unique	patient	identifier	Home	address	If	a	patient	label	containing	at	least	3	identifiers	is	available,	then	this	can	be	used	instead	of	writing	out	the	information	manually.	Location	details	You	should	indicate	the	patient’s	current	location	on	the	continuation	sheet:	Patient	details	Beginning	your	entry	in
the	notes	At	this	point,	you	should	already	be	holding	a	pen	with	black	ink	and	you	should	have	ensured	the	continuation	sheet	has	at	least	three	key	patient	identifiers	at	the	top.	The	next	documentation	steps	include:	1.	Adding	the	date	and	time	(in	24-hour	format)	of	your	entry.	2.	Writing	your	name	and	role	as	an	underlined	heading.	3.	Adding	your
entry	in	the	notes	below	this	heading	(see	the	next	section	for	details).	Beginning	an	entry	in	the	notes	Documenting	death	confirmation	in	the	notes	1.	Document	your	reason	for	attending	and	if	relevant,	who	asked	you	to	attend	(e.g.	asked	to	confirm	the	death	of	Mr	Smith	by	staff	nurse	Amanda	Miles).	2.	Document	who	was	present	whilst	you	were
confirming	the	death	(e.g.	staff	members	and/or	the	deceased	patient’s	family	and	friends).	3.	Document	the	circumstances	of	the	death:	Location	of	the	patient	The	individual	who	first	noted	the	patient	to	be	dead	Any	individual	present	at	the	moment	of	death	4.	Document	confirmation	of	death	assessment:	Identity	confirmed	by	wrist	band	General
inspection	No	signs	of	respiratory	effort	No	response	to	verbal	stimuli	No	response	to	painful	stimuli	No	pupillary	response	to	light	No	central	pulse	No	heart	sounds	after	3	minutes	of	auscultation	No	respiratory	sounds	after	3	minutes	of	auscultation	The	recommended	time	for	auscultation	varies,	but	typically	at	least	5	minutes	of	auscultation	of
heart	and	respiratory	sounds	are	advised	to	establish	that	irreversible	cardiorespiratory	arrest	has	occurred.¹	5.	Document	the	outcome	of	the	assessment,	including	the	time	of	death	(which	should	be	documented	as	the	time	at	which	you	completed	your	assessment).	6.	Document	any	discussions	you	had	with	staff	members	or	relatives	of	the
deceased	in	relation	to	the	death.	7.	Document	any	concerns	of	staff	members	or	the	patient’s	relatives.	Death	confirmation	documentation	Completing	the	entry	in	the	notes	At	the	end	of	your	entry	to	need	to	include	the	following:	Your	full	name	Your	grade/role	(e.g.	F2/Medical	Registrar)	Your	signature	Your	professional	registration	number	(e.g.
GMC	number)	Your	contact	number	(e.g.	phone/bleep)	Completing	the	entry	in	the	notes
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